
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Sin Inscribed in You”
Mark 12:35-40

Main Point: Sin blinds eyes from seeing Jesus, but sin is so easy to see.

KEYS to seeing and staying away from sin:
Sin blinds sinners from the obvious truth that Jesus is the King of kings who is the Son 
of God (35-37).

Using Scripture, Jesus exposed the blinding sin in the hearts of the scribes, which kept 
them from seeing their God standing in flesh before them. In verses 35-37, there are at least 
three ways that the blinding effect of sin is seen.

• Sin gives a worldly, selfish perspective of the Messiah (35). For the scribes, who were 
focused on the here-and-now rather than the eternal, their Messiah was to be a 
worldly king, the son of David, who would re-establish the nation of Israel. In their 
focus and desire for the now, their eyes were blinded from God’s eternal perspective 
for His Kingdom work.

• Sin blinds hearts to the intention of God’s Word (36-37). Jesus made it clear that they 
misunderstood Scripture because their sinful hearts led to a faulty and incomplete 
interpretation of God’s Word. They failed to see what God’s Word clearly revealed 
about the Messiah. Jesus was the method of interpretation that revealed — and still 
reveals today — the intention of God’s Word.

• Sin blinds eyes from seeing that Jesus is God (35-37). Incredibly, with their God 
standing before them in flesh, they couldn’t see that Jesus was God. How is this 
possible? Sin.

1. Are their other passages that touch on the blinding effect of sin in the lives of sinners? If so, 
find and share those passages in your group.

2. If sin blinds sinners from the reality of who Jesus is, what’s the key to people seeing the 
reality that Jesus is God? What does this mean for the way we approach evangelism?

3. If sin blinds sinners from the ability to understand the intention of God’s Word, what’s the key 
to people seeing the true intention of God’s Word? What does this mean for our reading of 
God’s Word? What does this mean for our prayer for others who need to see the truth in 
God’s Word?

4. For each person in the group, identify one person who needs Jesus. Break into groups of two 
or three, and pray for these people that God will open their eyes and draw them to Jesus!
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Sin is easy to see in that sin is always focused on self rather than on God (38-40).
Jesus hammers the scribes for the obvious sin in their hearts that’s seen in the motives 

of their actions, which all focus on bringing glory, honor, recognition to self rather than to God.
• Sin desires selfish honor from others (38). The scribes loved to be recognized and 

honored by others, from the way that others looked at them to the way that others 
spoke to them.

• Sin desires selfish honor above others (39). The scribes loved to be recognized 
above others by being given places of honor and recognition that others didn’t 
receive.

• Sin desires selfish gain from others (40a). The scribes looked selfishly and criminally 
at those who were vulnerable and who stood to provide them with financial gain.

• Sin desires selfish glory before others (40a). The scribes performed religiously to gain 
glory and honor in the sight of others.

1. Discuss the list of the characteristics of sins that Jesus warned us to watch out for and to 
avoid. Are there any characteristics on this list that you are particularly tempted by in your 
heart? If so, which ones, and why?

2. Do you see any of these characteristics of sin in the lives of others that you know? If so, what 
is your role and responsibility in dealing with that? Do nothing? Call them on it? If you are to 
do something, how? Use Scripture to support your answer.

3. How should we “beware” of sin in our lives? How should your small group be a part of this? 
Why is this important?

Sin deserves condemnation, but greater condemnation is deserved for sin that leads 
others to sin (40b).

Jesus said that the scribes will receive greater condemnation for their sin. Two things are 
implied in this statement. First, all sin deserves and will receive condemnation. Second, people 
who have the responsibility to represent God and to lead others to God deserve greater 
condemnation for their sin because the consequences of their sin are greater — from 
dishonoring God to leading others to do the same!
1. Have you ever been negatively impacted by the sin of someone who had a responsibility to 

lead you to God and away from sin? Without sharing names and specifics, share the impact 
of that on your faith? Did it cause you to struggle in your faith, to struggle with sin, etc.?

2. What is your responsibility as a follower of Jesus to lead others to God and away from sin? 
Use Scripture to support your answer.

3. Who are people you are responsible for leading to God and away from sin?
4. What role does your faith in and dependence on Jesus play in being able to live in such a way 

to lead others to God and away from sin? Discuss, and pray!
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